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Our Gardemng Gurus

Have you taken a walk
through the RMH grounds
lately? If not, take some
ti me t o do S
pleasantly surprised at our
beautiful oasis in the middle }
of our busy, bustling city.
Thanks to a dedicated group E
of nine regular volunteer
gardeners and greatly ap-
preciated occasional outside &
groups, our families have £
beautiful surroundings in
which to sit or take a stroll away from the stress of their
everyday lives.

The purpose of the gardens is to provide a sanctuary for
the people staying here at RMH. Landscape architect,

Richard Heaton, designed the grounds with this in mind.
To create this effect, the borders are enclosed in a variety
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of greenery. He also incorporated
his own philosophy, to use plants
1 that are native to Ohio and that will
S/ attract birds and butterflies. As a
BC__ result, in August 1997, the RMH
gardens officially became a Certi-
fied Backyard Wildlife Habitat.

! Thirteen years ago Bobbe Katz-
man just happened to be at Lee
Road Nursery when house man-
ager, Mark Destino, stopped in to
recruit experienced gardeners to maintain the gardens
since funding to do so was not in the budget. The owner
recommended Bobbe and she has lovingly coordinated the
care of the flower gardens since. She even recruited fellow
members of the Ohio Perennial Society to volunteer. They
brought their friends and soon an experienced group of
garden volunteers was established.

Under Bobbebds care and
donations of individuals, families, companies and organiza-
tions, many of the beautiful trees, plants and areas were
made possible.

In addition to the regular weekly maintenance of the gar-
dens, two major clean-ups are held each year; one in
spring and the other in fall. The Fall Garden Clean-Up will
be held on Sat. Nov. 7 from 8:30am to 1:00pm.

Next time youdre at t he
beautiful gardens and enjoy the colorful flowers and charm-
ing surroundings.
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Upcoming Events

Mark your calendar now for Familia XXIIl 2009 Fashion
Event. Plan to attend this annual event on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, 2009 at Executive Caterers at Landerhaven.

Registration for the 2009 Tools for Today and Tomorrow
conference is now open for families and professionals car-
ing for children with chronic illnesses and /or disabilities. It
will be held on Friday, October 23, 2009 at the Cleveland
State University Cole Center for Continuing Education.
Take advantage of group discounts for four or more people.
CEUs are also available. If you are interested in attending
or would like more information please contact Linda Kres-
nye at lkresnye@clevelandrmh.org or 216-229-5757, Ext.
126 or visit the website www.toolsfortoday.org.

The annual Volunteer Recognition Brunch  will be held
this year from 11:00am to 1:00pm on Saturday, October 24,
2009 at the Holiday Inn at 6001 Rockside Rd. in Independ-
ence.

The Young Professionals Group of RMH will host their 2™
Annual Cornhole Tournament on Saturday, November 7.
To accommodate the large crowd expected, the event will
move t o Miulbchtedrom thednest bank of the flats.
Once again, this family-friendly event will be held during the
Ohio State/Penn State game T proj ected o
large gymnasium wall! For more information, please con-
tact RMH at (216) 229-5757. www.clevelandrmh.org.

The Fall Garden Clean -Up will take place on Saturday,
November 7 from 8:30am to 1:00pm. Contact Mary Jo Pe-
cek at (216)229-5757, Ext. 128 or at mjpe-
cek@clevelandrmh.org for information.

Chantal Akirib(left) and Greta
40 De
enthusiastic weeders.

(Top left) Bobbe Katzman tak

time to trim the roses
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(Middle left) The ornamental

herb garden gets special attentio
from Dorothy Baier.
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Around the House [Volunteer Spotlight

Welcome to the Mitzvah Corps from the Maltz Museum of One day each year the Cleveland offices of Towers

Jewish Heritage who came to the House for the first time in | Perrin, a global profes-

June and prepared dinner for the families. They returned in | sijonal services firm that

July and August as well to @rppbides &inndWatRe Solu- Wedre so gl ad to
have you join our family of volunteers. tions in the areas of capital

Welcome also to the Purple Oasis Gardening group. Thisis strategies, program design
a program organized by Vel Scott, a local neighborhood gar- a”O_' ma'nagement,' closes
dener. Vel works with local students and provides instruction | their office for their Com-
on planting and growing organic fruits and vegetables. Dur- | Munity Services Day. On
ing the summer, the group prepared and served lunch here at | that day about 30 people
RMH and also provided information on healthy eating. came to RMH to spend the
. day doing various activities
Volunteers from DAS Construction , one of our room spon- | zround the house.

sors, were here twice this summer. One visit was dedicated
to working in the gardens and doing outside chores such as
painting. They returned later in the summer to prepare and
serve dinner to the families.

Towers Perrin, a company that has offices and alli-
ance partners in the worl dbs
celebrated their 75th anniversary. As part of their
Darryl Rugley, the group coordinator, along with Brandon Hill | Celebration, employees were asked to give back to
and eleven others from Bank of America, are here the first | the community. Since they had been to the House
Friday of each month to prepare lunch. On July 3rd they | the previous year, to our great delight, the Cleve-

deep fried yummy turkeys and served them with all of the land firm chose to return again to RMH.
fixings for the holiday. The group really enjoys being able to
prepare a home-cooked meal for the RMH families. Bank of
America also donated the food for the RMH tent at the Air
Show held during Labor Day weekend. Thank you!

Thanks to this ener-
getic group, the gar-
dens had fewer

A special thanks to Mary Lynn Byrne and the St. Domenics Weeds, tools were
volunteers who came to our rescue over the July 4th weekend repaired, the front
and provided meals for the families staying at RMH. fence was painted,

RMH families had a
We were so happy to have the H20(Help to Others) summer delicious lunch of

service camp teens and their counselors here again doing | grilled hamburgers and hotdogs, the pop can tabs
chores and playing with the kids three times a week this sum- | \vere organized and the golf outing paper work was

mer. The youngsters staying here always look forward to | o, hjeted. To top it off, several employees made
their visit and ask when the group is coming again. .
personal donations to the house!

According to one employee,
RMH are extraordinary people working in a truly
special place. We were privileged to share this on
Friday, even for a

little  while. Al-

Members of the Maltz though  everyone
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Corps prepared a delicious forward to our

meal here at the House. team returning this
year, | believe we
were the fortunate
ones. RMH al-
ways seems to bring out the

Thanks, Towers Perrin, for your dedication and
hard work. We felt that we were the lucky ones to

Volunteers from have your team at RMH.

DAS Construction worked
up a sweat in the

RMH gardens.

=1}



